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Professor Dr. Aminul Islam
(1935-2017)

A nationally well-known Soil Scientist, teacher and
academic administrator and the former President of
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, Professor Emeritus
Dr. Aminul Islam breathed his last on 29 November
2017 in Ibne Sina hospital in Dhaka. Professor Dr.
Aminul was born on 1st January 1935 in a respectable
Muslim family of Comilla.

Professor Dr. Aminul Islam obtained B. Sc. (Honours)
degree in Chemistry and an M. Sc. degree in Soil
Science securing first class first position from
University of Dhaka in 1955. He received his Ph.D.
degree in Soil Science from Michigan University,
USA in 1962. He joined the Department of Soil
Science of Dhaka University as a Lecturer. Later on,
he joined Soil Survey Project of Pakistan as a Deputy
Director in January 1963. He came back to his
academic profession in DU and retired as a selection
grade Professor of Soil Science in 1996. He was
Vice-Chancellor of Daffodil International University
(2001 -2011); Vice-Chancellor of National University,
Bangladesh (1996-2000); three times Dean of the
Faculty of Biological Sciences, DU; Director,
Biotechnology Research Center and Center for

Advanced Research in BioloFical Sciences, DU.

Until death, he was Professor Emeritus of Daffodil
International University. He became President,
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences in 2016.

Prof. Islam published 129 articles in the national and
international journals, 9 articles in the proceedings of
Symposium, Conference and Seminar and 2 chapters
of a book. He was Member, Editorial Board of Bangla
Academy Science Encyclopedia; Editorial Board
Member of Banglapedia published by Asiatic Society
of Bangladesh.

As a consultant in International and National
Organizations, Dr. Islam worked as Soil Management
Expert, FAO (1993); Agricultural Research Evaluation
specialist, World Bank (1988); Soil Research
Evaluation specialist, FAO (1987); Agronomy Expert
in Sri Lanka; Senior Soil Scientist for SARM in FCD
Project, 1989; and Senior Soil Scientist for Hazra
Engineering International (1984-85).

Professor Aminul Islam was a Fulbright Scholar
(1959-62), SEATO Fellow (June-July, 1965); Nuffield
Foundation Fellow (1968-69); and DAAD Fellow
(Jan-April, 1978). He participated, presented papers
and led delegations at International
Seminars/Symposia held in China, Chili, Hong Kong,
India, Malaysia, New Zealand, North Korea,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, UK and USA.

Professor Islam got Life Long Achievement award in
Teaching and Research in Soil Science by the Soil
Science Society of Bangladesh in 2013; Renowned Soil
Scientist of Bangladesh in 1993 by Association of
Ex-students, Association of DU Soil Science
Department; Comilla Foundation Gold Medal, 1991;
Science and Education Independence Day Gold
Medal, 1990; Third World Academy of Sciences and
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences Joint Gold Medal,
1986; and President's Gold Medal, 1981 for

contribution in Agricultural Research in Bangladesh.
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Professor Aminul Islam a Fellow of BAS, was
Senate and Syndicate member of the University of
Dhaka. He was President of the Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences (May 2016 - till death),
Bangladesh Soil Science Society, Bangladesh
Association for the Advancement of Sciences
(BAAS); General Secretary of BAAS and
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS); Council
Member of BAS, Member of Editorial Board of BAS,
Editorial Board of Journal of Sciences of BAAS. He
was a Life Member of Bangla Academy, Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh, Bangladesh Soil science
Society, Bangladesh Chemical Society, Dhaka
University Alumni Association, and Salimullah
Muslim Hall Alumni Association. He acted as
Treasurer of Bangladesh Football Federation and
University of Dhaka Students' Union.

Professor Dr. Aminul Islam has left his wife, Mrs.
Helen Islam, a daughter and a son and also a host
of well-wishers, students, colleagues, relatives and
friends.

In his sad demise, the Academy lost a valued
fellow scientist and the nation a great son. We pray
to the Almighty Allah, Most Gracious and Most
Merciful, to grant eternal peace to the departed
soul and to give strength and courage to the
members of his family to bear the loss with
fortitude. Amen.

- Quazi Abdul Fattah

17th Conference of the Science Council of
Asia, June 14-16, 2017, the Philippines

The 17th SCA Conference and Management Board
Meeting was organized jointly and very successfully
by the National Research Council of the Philippines
(NRCP), Department of Science and Technology of
the Philippines (DOST), and Science Council of Japan
(SCJ) and the Secretariat of SCA during 14-16 June
2017 in Manila, Philippines.

A very encouraging number of countries and
scientific organizations attended the conference. The
decisions taken during the meeting will strengthen
the next steps forward to attain the goal of Science
Council of Asia (SCA).

«

Professor Aminul Islam was elected President of the
Science Council of Asia for 2016-2018. He was
supposed to attend the 17th Conference of the Science
Council of Asia held on 14-16 June 2017. Due to
health reasons he could not go and Professor
Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Secretary, BAS represented
the Academy at the Conference. Message of Professor
Islam published by the SCA is printed below:

Message

PROF. EMERITUS DR. AMINUL ISLAM
President Science Council of Asia (2016-2018)

It is a great privilege and an honor for me to greet
you all on behalf of the Science Council of Asia here
in this Pasay City, Philippines. We are very grateful
to Prof. Edgardo D. Gomez, President, National
Research Council of the Philippines for his kind
invitation. Our Assembly in this vibrant metropolis,
with the scientists and decision makers of the
Philippines, aims to address a number of scientific
themes. The theme of the conference "Science,
Technology and Innovation (STI) for Inclusive
Development" clearly states our goal to learn about
the role of science, technology & innovation, the
landscape of the Philippines and expose the STI of
this country to the aspects of the STI landscape in
SCA member countries. We have come here to learn.
To learn how this country has managed to develop
the capacity to such a stable economy. Moreover, we
are keen to understand how the Philippines has
managed the natural calamities and maintained the
high rate economic growth. Science and Technology
are tools for socioeconomic advancement. For science
to blossom, it needs to be nourished and supported.
Development is required for every individual, and
every nation in all aspects and for development to
happen, science and technology go hand in hand. For
any successful economy, particularly in today's quest
for knowledge based economies, science, technology,
and engineering are the basic requisites. If nations do
not implement science and technology, then the
chances of getting themselves developed become
minimum and thus could be even rated as an



Science and Technology are associated in all means
with modernity and it is an essential tool for rapid
development. It is known to all of us NRCP is
committed to promote and support basic and
problem-oriented research, particularly the inter/
multidisciplinary in the science as well as in the
humanities to identify and provide solutions to
national issues and problems. It also aims to develop
value-adding technologies.

The general public is the end users of scientific
findings. The spread of science literacy through the
use of printed and electronic media, science clubs,
science museums and learned scientific societies like
the science academies, have assumed a new
dimension.

Science Council of Asia (SCA) has been devoting
considerable attention for the promotion of science
education and research.

One of the purposes of Science Council of Asia is to
bring together a good number of active science
academies which have been devoting significant
amount of time for the promotion of public
understanding of sciences and enhancing the quality
of science education and research.

I hope, SCA will be very successful in its endeavour
and bring about strong relationship with member
countries in respect of promoting science
cooperation.

The aims of the SCA are almost common to the
majority of our member countries. As such SCA has
made a common platform for the scientists of
member organizations to work shoulder to shoulder
to reach these common objectives. The Science
Council of Asia (SCA) is comparatively a young
organization and is keen to champion the cause of
science for development especially through capacity
building, knowledge sharing and promotion of
international and regional cooperation. I thank all the
organizers including Prof. Edgardo D. Gomez,
President, National Research Council of the
Philippines for working hard to make the 17th
Conference of the Science Council of Asia a complete
success.

The Science Council of Asia (SCA) is an international
scientific organization founded in 2000 by Asian
science academies and other national scientific
organizations.

«

SCA aims to provide scientists in all fields, including
cultural and social as well as natural sciences and
technology, a collaborative platform for promoting
scientific exchange and cooperation in Asia, and to
develop and promote a holistic vision focusing on
sustainable development and improvement in quality
of life.

At present, SCA is comprised of 29 academic
organizations in Asia, and SCA Conference has been
held annually since 2001.

I wish grand success of SCA in its effort to achieve
the goal.

NATIONAL EVENTS

I. Workshop on "Chikungunya: A potentially
Emerging Epidemic in Bangladesh", 10 August 2017,
Department of Microbiology, Dhaka University,
Dhaka

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS), Bangladesh
Society of Microbiologist (BSM) and the Dept. of
Microbiology, Dhaka University, jointly organized a
workshop on "Chikungunya: A potentially Emerging
Epidemic in Bangladesh", in the auditorium of the
Microbiology Dept., Dhaka University on 10 August
2017.

Prof. Dr. AAMS Arefin Siddiq, Vice Chancellor,
Dhaka University was present in the workshop as the
Chief Guest. Prof. Dr. Md. Imdadul Hoque, Dean of
the Faculty of Biological Sciences, Dhaka University,
was present as the Special Guest. Prof. Dr. Quazi
Abdul Fattah, Vice President, BAS presided over the
workshop. Major General (Retd) Prof. Dr. ASM
Matiur Rahman, Fellow, BAS, was the keynote
speaker, while Dr. Jamalun Nesa, Professor of
Microbiology and Dr. Humayun Reza Khan,
Professor of Zoology, Dhaka University, were expert
discussants in the workshop. About 200 teachers,
scientists, researchers and students were present in
the workshop.

The speakers in the workshop highlighted the spread
of Chikungunya throughout the world, its infection
and remedy. Prof. Dr. AAMS Arefin Siddiq, Chief
Guest and VC, Dhaka University said that whenever
any problem occurred in the society the related
academicians should come forward to find a solution

with responsibility.
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There is limitation in doing research but we should
have good intention behind it. Prof. Dr. Jamalun Nesa
mentioned that there are 3500 types of mosquitos in
the world. Chikungunya has caused infection in 40
countries of the world.

There is no vaccine for this disease. Chikungunya
mostly causes infection among the people of 19-30
years of age. Chikungunya is not fatal among all the
patients but may be fatal for the people with kidney
and heart problems.
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Address by the Chief Guest

A view of participants

Prof. SI Khan opined that the mosquitoes bearing
Chikungonya virus are attracted by the black dresses
of the people. He proposed to form a national
monitoring cell with the expert scientists and
physicians. Prof. Dr. ASM Matiur Rahman, Fellow,
BAS concluded that the breeding places of the virus
carrying mosquitoes should be destroyed. There is no
particular remedy for the disease. The individual has
to protect himself from this infectious disease
through a well coordinated effort.
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II. BAS Annual General Meeting (2016-2017)

The Annual General Meeting (July 2016-June 2017) of
the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) was held
on Saturday, 14 October in the Conference Room of
the Academy at the National Museum of Science &
Dhaka 1207.

Technology Bhavan, Agargaon,

Professor Dr. Aminul Islam, President, BAS, was in
the Chair.

Fellows of BAS

ITI. Address of Welcome by the President, BAS
during AGM

The written speech of the President delivered, for the first
time in the history of BAS is printed unedited below with
the permission of the President:

Fellows of the Academy, Ladies and Gentleman,
Assalamu Alaikum.

It gives me great pleasure to be with you this
morning on the occasion of holding annual general
meeting. I welcome you more sincerely to be in the
meeting and wish you all bright future.







































