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Condolence of death of Late Prof. Dr. Wahiduddin
Ahmed, Fellow, BAS

Late Prof. Dr. Wahiduddin Ahmed
(1923-2018)

The Academy expressed profound shock at the sudden demise of
Prof. Dr. Wahiduddin Ahmed who expired on Saturday 03
November 2018 (Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un). A distinguished
Fellow of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, Professor Ahmed
was an internationally reputed Structural Engineer.

Prof. Dr. Wahiduddin Ahmed was a renowned scientist and a
professional having outstanding contribution in Engineering
Sciences.  Professor Ahmed will be remembered by his
students, colleagues, contemporaries and Fellows of BAS for
his contribution to engineering sciences particularly in the area
of structural engineering and development of academic,
research and development organizations.

The news of his death came as a great shock to the Fellows of
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences. The Academy would like to
put on record the great services and contributions of Late Prof.
Dr. Wahiduddin Ahmed to the cause of science and technology
in the country.

In his sad demise, the Academy lost a valued Fellow scientist
and the nation a great son. The Fellows of the Academy of
Sciences express heartfelt sympathy to the members of his
bereaved family. The members of the Academy pray to the
Almighty Allah, Most Gracious and Most Merciful, to grant
eternal peace to the departed soul and to give strength and
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courage to the members of his family to bear the loss with
fortitude.

I. Annual General Meeting (July 2017-June 2018)

The Annual General Meeting (July 2017-June 2018) of
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) was held on Friday,
19 October 2018 at 3:00 pm in the Seminar Room of the
Academy, at the National Museum of Science & Technology
Bhaban, Agargaon, Dhaka 1207. Professor Dr. Quazi Abdul
Fattah, President, BAS, presided.

Address by President, BAS
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Participating Fellows in the AGM




After detailed discussion, the following decisions were taken in
the AGM:

L. Message of Condolence will be sent to the families of
Late Prof. Aminul Islam and Late Prof. AKM Siddiq on
behalf of all Fellows of BAS

il. The next BAS Gold Medal Award Ceremony will be held
with the Hon’ble Prime Minister as the Chief Guest as
soon as the time from her office is obtained

iii. ~ BAS Fellows and scientists nominated by BAS who
attend any national and international events will submit
report to the Academy after return.

iv.  Academy Lectures from the recently inducted Fellows
will be arranged as soon as possible.

V. The proceedings of the Annual General Meeting (July
2017-June 2018) was approved.

vi.  The Activity Report for the period, July 2017-June 2018
was accepted with some comments and correction.

vii.  Total expenditures of the Academy of Tk. 76,15,912.00
(Taka seventy six lac fifteen thousand nine hundred &
twelve) only for the year, July 2017- June 2018 was
approved

viii. The proposed budget of BAS for the year, July
2018-June 2019 of Tk. 1,13,36,000.00 (Taka one crore
thirteen lac & thirty six thousand) only was approved.

ix.  The Audit Report of BAS for the year July 2017-June
2018 was accepted.

X. Total expenditures of the BAS-USDA Endowment
Program of Tk. 6,71,97,649.00 (Taka six crore seventy
one lac ninety seven thousand six hundred & forty nine)
only was approved.

xi.  The proposed budget of BAS-USDA Endowment
Program for the year July 2018-June 2019 as an amount
of Tk. 10,46,24000.00 (Taka ten crore forty six lac &
twenty four thousand) only was approved.

xii.  The Audit Report of BAS-USDA Endowment Program
for the year, July 2017-June 2018 was accepted.

xiii. The Academy will henceforth give certificate to all
newly elected Fellows with the signature of President
and Secretary, BAS.

xiv. The research output and technology developed by the
projects under BAS-USDA Endowment Program should
be transferred to the farmer’s field and finally impact of
the research should be evaluated.

xv.  The activities and achievement of the Academy should
be publicized in the printing and electronic media.
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xvi. The budget for purchase of books should be increased
reasonably.

xvil. Fellows will prepare write up on new ideas and
suggestions for increasing activities of the Academy and
will send them to the Academy.

xviii. The proceedings of the AGM should be prepared within
a month and sent to all Fellows for comments within a
month. If no comments are received the proceedings will
be taken as accepted.

II. AASSA-BAS Workshop, 12-13 September 2018, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

The AASSA-BAS Workshop on “Promotion of Excellence in
Science Education and Research” jointly Organized by
Association of Academies and Societies in Asia (AASSA) and
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences supported by InterAcademy
Partnership (IAP) was organized during 12-13 September 2018
at the National Museum of Science & Technology Bhaban in
Agargaon, Dhaka, Bangladesh. About 100 Participants from
diverse organizational background, ranging from academia to
industry and Public to For-profit private sector, attended the
event.

The Inaugural Ceremony of the Workshop was held on 12
September 2018. Prof. Dr. Quazi Abdul Fattah, President of the
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences chaired the Ceremony, and
Architect Yeafesh Osman, Honorable Minister, Ministry of
Science & Technology, Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh graced the Occasion as the Chief Guest. The
Special Guest of the Ceremony was Prof Yoo Hang Kim, the
President of the Association of Academies and Societies of
Sciences in Asia (AASSA). Prof. Dr. M. Shamsher Ali, the
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee, delivered the
address of welcome, and Prof. Dr Mesbahuddin Ahmed, the
Secretary of the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences introduced
the activities of BAS to the audience. The vote of thanks was
delivered by Prof Dr Liaquat Ali, the Organizing Secretary of
the Workshop.

Address by Chief Guest, Architect Yeafesh Osman, Honorable
Minister, Ministry of Science & Technology




Participating Fellows and Scientists at the workshop

All the speakers emphasized the need for prioritization of
science and technology for the economic and social prosperity
of the countries in the Asian region which is now leading the
world in many economic and social indices. It was also
expressed that time has now come to give more concentration
on the quality aspects of science education and research in
parallel to their quantitative development. Highlighting the
pro-science policies of the Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, the Honorable Chief Guest assured his
whole-hearted support to the initiatives of BAS, AASSA and
any other relevant organizations. At the same time he expressed
his desire to get comprehensive recommendations from the
Workshop which may serve as guidelines to facilitate the
formulation of plans and programs of the Government. In his
address the Chairperson expressed the commitment of BAS to
work closely with the Government and AASSA for the
development of science and technology in the country as well
as in the region.

Address by President, BAS, Prof. Quazi Abdul Fattah
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On the first day of the Workshop, 7 invited presentations were
delivered around a theme titled as ‘Discipline-Specific Science
Education and Research in Bangladesh: Current Status and
Way Forward’. After the presentations the participants were
dispersed in 3 groups according to the areas of expertise and
they had detailed discussion on the following 3 broad areas as
follows:

. Physical-chemical-mathematical & related sciences
il. Biological, agricultural & related sciences
iii. Medical, pharmaceutical & related sciences

A resource person from each of these areas coordinated the
respective group discussion.

The group activity was followed by the presentation of the key
recommendations by each group and there was a lively discussion
on those recommendations. Incorporating the useful feedback and
suggestions these recommendations were incorporated in the
overall recommendations of the Workshop.
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Address by Secretary, BAS, Prof. Mesbahuddin Ahmed

On the second day of the Workshop 6 invited presentations
were delivered around a Theme titled as ‘Governance and
administrative issues in science education and research’. After
the presentations the Participants were dispersed in 2 Groups
according to the areas of expertise and they had close
discussion on the following 2 broad areas as follows:

1. Governance issues in science education and research

il. Administrative issues in science education and research
Medical, Pharmaceutical & related sciences

A resource person from each of these areas coordinated the

respective group discussion.



The Group Activity was followed by the presentation of the key
recommendations by each Group and there was a lively
discussion on those recommendations. Incorporating the useful
feedback and suggestions these recommendations were
incorporated in the overall Recommendations of the Workshop.

Keynote paper presented by Vice President, BAS, Prof. Naiyyum Choudhury

The concluding ceremony of the workshop was held on 13
September 2018. Prof. Dr. Quazi Abdul Fattah, President of the
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, chaired the Ceremony, and
Mr. Md. Anwar Hossain, Secretary, Ministry of Science &
Technology, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh attended the Occasion as the Chief Guest. The
Special Guest of the ceremony was Prof Yoo Hang Kim, the
President of the Association of Academies and Societies of
Sciences in Asia (AASSA). Prof. Dr. M. Shamsher Ali, the
Chairperson of the Organizing Committee, and Prof. Dr
Mesbahuddin Ahmed, the Secretary of the Bangladesh
Academy of Sciences addressed the audience and the draft
Recommendations of the Workshop were read by the
Organizing Secretary, Prof Dr Liaquat Ali. Again a lively
discussion followed and, incorporating the useful suggestions,
a set of recommendations were finalized.
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Address by the Chief Guest, Mr. Md. Anwar Hossain, Secretary, Ministry of
Science & Technology, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Participating Fellows, Scientists and Policy makers

III. 3rd Young Scientists Congress (YSC), 14-15 September
2018, Dhaka, Bangladesh

The 3rd Young Scientists Congress organized by the Academy
and funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology,
National Museum of Science and Technology, Bangladesh
Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (BCSIR), BRAC
Bank Ltd. and Incepta Pharmaceuticals Ltd. was held on 14-15
September 2018 at the auditorium of the National Museum of
Science and Technology, Dhakal207. The Inaugural Ceremony
was chaired by Prof. Dr. Quazi Abdul Fattah, President, BAS
and Chairperson of the Advisory Committee. Mr. Swapan
Kumar Roy, Director General, National Museum of Science
and Technology was the Chief Geust. Mr Selim RF Hussain,
Managing Director, BRAC Bank Ltd. was the Special Guest.
Prof. Dr. M Shamsher Ali, Chairperson of organizing
committee, 3rd YSC delivered the address of welcome. Prof.
Dr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Secretary, BAS presented the main
aims and objectives of the Academy to promote the excellence
of science education and research in Bangladesh.



Participating Fellows and scientists

About 200 participants including BAS Fellows, young
scientists form universities and research institutes were present
in the congress.

Organizers with participants

IV. Meeting on Bangladesh Dialogue Event on enabling
equitable research system, 5-6 November 2018

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences and International Network
for Availability of Scientific publications (INASP) organized a
meeting on Bangladesh Dialogue Event on Enabling Equitable
Research Systems, 5-6 November 2018 at BRAC Centre INN,
Mohakhali, Dhaka.
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Prof. Dr. Naiyyum Choudhury, Vice President, BAS was the Chief
Guest in the opening ceremony, Ms. Sara Gwynn, Associate,
INASP and Mrs. Sioux Cumming, Programme Specialist, INASP,
were the special guests and Prof. Dr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed,
Secretary, BAS Presided over the ceremony.

Participants of the meeting

On 5-6 November 2018, representatives from across the
research and knowledge system in Bangladesh gathered in
Dhaka to share experiences, challenges and ideas for a more
equitable research system within the country and for a stronger
role in the global research landscape.

Over the course of two days, journal editors, librarians, senior
managers in higher education, IT specialists and researchers
took part in group activities and discussions to help identify the
key issues facing research in Bangladesh.

Group photo of participants of the workshop and organizers

























